
 

Folks— 

 

You may be interested in seeing the latest Commonwealth Fund report on “How the Performance of the U.S. Health Care System 

Compares Internationally.”     

 

An executive summary is at:  http://www.commonwealthfund.org/~/media/files/publications/fund-report/2014/

jun/1755_davis_mirror_mirror_2014_exec_summ.pdf  and the full report is at:  http://www.commonwealthfund.org/~/media/

files/publications/fund-report/2014/jun/1755_davis_mirror_mirror_2014.pdf. 

 

The report compares the health systems in 11 countries—Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nor-

way,  Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom ,and the United States.   

 

According to the report “The United States health care system is the most expensive in the world, but . . . . underperforms rela-

tive to other countries on most dimensions of performance. . . . . the U.S. ranks last. . . {and} . .  fails to achieve better health out-

comes than the other countries, and . . . is last or near last on dimensions of access, efficiency, and equity.”   

 

Just a caveat:  unlike some  newspaper headlines about this report, this is not saying that the United States has the lowest 

“quality” of care.  Indeed, the measures of “quality” of care (which are embedded in the overall ranking) show the United States 

falling between 3rd and 7th for four different measures, and measuring 5th overall in the category of “Quality Care.”      

 

From my perspective, the big challenges to the US have been, and continue to be: 

 

The over-all cost of our system, with the U.S. spending 50% more per capita than the second highest country.  From a histor-

ical perspective if would refer you to the charts on page 11 of the full report.  For a good review of why healthcare in the 

U.S. costs as much as it does, please see Steven Brill’s article in Time Magazine “Bitter Pill:  Why Medical Bills are 

Killing Us” available on the Internet);  and 

The percent of folks who don’t have access to  the system (with the understanding that many of the data used in this report 

were collected before implementation of the Affordable Care Act).  According to the report: “ . . . people in the U.S. go 

without needed healthcare because of costs more often than people do in other countries.”   

 

As with all reports of this type, the conclusions are based on the specific measures that are evaluated.  You can read about these 

measures in the full report, starting on page 14.   

 

While there are inherent weakness in any system that attempts to compare countries (or state and counties, for that matter) the 

real value of reports like this is that they identify opportunities for improvement and provide us with the ability to follow pro-

gress over time. 

 

Best wishes, 
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