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2.3 PUBLIC HEALTH CORE KNOWLEDGE 

All graduate professional degree public health students must complete sufficient coursework to attain 

depth and breadth in the five core areas of public health knowledge. 
 

The college offers the MPH and DrPH graduate professional public health degrees.  Students in those 

degree programs attain depth and breadth in the core areas of public health as described below.  
  

2.3.a Identification of the means by which the school assures that all graduate professional degree 

students have fundamental competence in the areas of knowledge basic to public health.   

The MPH 

All MPH students are required to complete the 16-credit hour MPH core, which includes one 3-credit 

hour course in each of the five core disciplines of public health and one 1-hour course on the philosophy 

of public health.  Content of these courses is founded on the program core competencies which are 

guided by the ASPH framework (including discipline-specific and cross-cutting competencies), the 

judgment of the program faculty, and stakeholder feedback.  The MPH comprehensive examination 

assures student achievement of the core competencies.  Table 2.3.a.1 presents the MPH core curriculum 

by knowledge area. 

 

Table 2.3.a.1 MPH Core Curriculum by Knowledge Area 

Course Number Course Title Credit Hours 

Biostatistics 

BSTA 5310 Biostatistics I 3 

Environmental Health Sciences 

ENVH 5100 Environmental Health Practice 3 

Social and Behavioral Sciences 

COBH 5200 Social and Behavioral Foundations of Public Health  3 

Health Policy and Management 

HSMP 5500 Health Services Administration 3 

Epidemiology 

EPID 5400 Epidemiology I 3 

Cross Cutting 

HSMP 5020 Philosophy of Public Health 1 

 TOTAL 16 

 

While MPH students gain competency in the core public health areas, they are also prepared for careers 

in their selected concentration area.  Students are required to complete required and elective 

concentration coursework and a culminating field experience (see Criterion 2.5). 

The DrPH 

All DrPH students complete a 25-credit core curriculum, including a set of advanced three credit hour 

courses in each of the core areas of public health. In addition, each DrPH student is required to have 

earned an MPH or equivalent graduate degree before admission into the program.  The DrPH 

Admissions Committee requires the completion of the five core MPH courses if an applicant is admitted 

to the DrPH program with a degree other than the MPH.  If an applicant has an alternative graduate 

degree but requests a review of completed coursework for equivalence, a detailed review of the syllabus 

is performed by the department chair.  The DrPH core curriculum is outlined in Table 2.3.a.2. 
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Table 2.3.a.2 DrPH Core Curriculum by Knowledge Area 

Course Number Course Title Credit Hours 

Biostatistics 

BSTA 5350 Biostatistics II  3 

Environmental Health Sciences 

ENVH 5405 Environmental Concerns in Public Health 3 

Social and Behavioral Sciences 

COBH 6110 Social and Behavioral Determinants of Health and Disease  3 

Health Policy and Management 

HSMP 6130 Public Health Leadership, Policy Development and Ethics 3 

Epidemiology 

EPID 6100 Epidemiology II 3 

Cross Cutting 

COBH 6150 Evaluation Research in Public Health 3 

COBH 6160 Systems Approaches in Public Health Issues 3 

BSTA 6170 Research Applications in Public Health 3 

COBH 6195 Seminar in Public Health 1 

 TOTAL 25 

 

While both the MPH and DrPH degrees prepare students to enter the public health workforce, the 

curricula differ with regard to the depth and scope of training and the degree of specialization.   

The DrPH program offers advanced training, prepares students for senior level positions in public 

health, and emphasizes both practice and research. The DrPH core curriculum includes two research 

courses (Evaluation Research, Research Applications).  While DrPH students are required to complete a 

field practicum, the dissertation represents the culminating experience of the program (see Criterion 

2.5).  

2.3.b Assessment of the extent to which this criterion is met and an analysis of the school’s 

strengths, weaknesses and plans relating to this criterion. 

This criterion is met. 

 

Strengths:   

Both the MPH and the DrPH core curricula assure competence in the five knowledge areas basic to 

public health, as well as in cross-cutting competencies expected of public health professionals.   

 

Weaknesses:   

None noted.   

 

Plans: 

As a part of its commitment to continuous quality improvement, the college 2014-19 Strategic Plan 

includes a goal to “expand and continuously benchmark and align educational programs with student, 

workforce and public health needs.”  Related to this goal is the objective to “conduct a comprehensive 

review of every program in the college every three to four years to further align with workforce and 

student needs.”  Two indicators pertaining to this objective are to “re-envision and re-structure the MPH 

degree program” and to “evaluate and, as needed, revise the DrPH program competencies.”  The 

strategic plan details specific action items for achieving this objective. 

 

 


