2024 Presidential Debate Watch Assignment
Purpose:
The purpose of this assignment is to engage you in a critical analysis of the 2024 presidential debates. By examining candidates' positions, rhetorical strategies, and the media's portrayal of the debate, you will develop a deeper understanding of the political process and improve your analytical and reflective writing skills.
Skills:
This assignment will help you develop the following skills:
· Critical Analysis: Assessing candidates' arguments and identifying rhetorical strategies.
· Research: Fact-checking claims made by candidates using reliable sources.
· Media Literacy: Comparing how different media outlets cover the same event.
· Reflective Thinking: Reflecting on how the debate influences your understanding and perspective.
· Written Communication: Organizing and presenting your analysis clearly and coherently.
Knowledge:
Upon completing this assignment, you will have a better understanding of:
· The key issues and positions in the 2024 presidential election.
· How candidates use rhetorical strategies to persuade voters.
· The role of media in shaping public perception of political events.
· The importance of fact-checking in evaluating political claims.
Task:
· Watch the Debate:
· Watch the entire 2024 presidential debate, taking detailed notes on the candidates' arguments, key issues, and interactions.
· Debate Analysis:
· Candidate Positions: Identify and summarize the positions of each candidate on at least three major issues discussed during the debate.
· Rhetorical Strategies: Analyze three rhetorical strategies used by each candidate, explaining how these strategies were meant to influence the audience.
· Ethos (Credibility): Highlight the importance of using reliable sources for fact-checking to build credibility in your analysis. Emphasize the credibility of different media outlets and how their reputation might influence their portrayal of the debate.
· Pathos (Emotional Appeal): Encourage students to reflect on their emotional responses to the debate and how candidates might have used emotional appeals to sway voters. This reflection can be incorporated into the analysis and discussion sections.
· Logos (Logical Appeal): Emphasize the use of logical reasoning in analyzing candidates' arguments and fact-checking their claims. The assignment should guide students to assess the logical structure of the candidates' rhetoric and the factual accuracy of their statements.
· Appeal to Logos (Logical Reasoning): Reinforce the importance of comparing media coverage from different political leanings to understand the diversity of perspectives and biases in reporting.
· Fact-Checking: Select two claims made by each candidate and fact-check them using reliable sources. Analyze the accuracy and implications of these claims.
· Media Coverage: Choose two media outlets with different political leanings and compare how they covered the debate. Discuss any biases or differences in their portrayal.
· Reflection:
· Reflect on how the debate affected your understanding of the candidates and the issues. Consider whether any candidate changed your perspective, and evaluate the effectiveness of their communication styles.
· Written Report:
· Write a 4-6 page report that includes:
· Introduction: Overview of the debate and main issues.
· Debate Analysis: Detailed analysis of candidate positions, rhetorical strategies, and fact-checking.
· Media Coverage Comparison: Summary of your media coverage comparison.
· Reflection: Personal reflection on the debate's impact on your views.
· Conclusion: Key takeaways and potential impact of the debate on the election.
· Class Discussion:
· Be prepared to discuss your findings and reflections in class, comparing them with those of your peers.
Criteria for Success:
· Completeness: All components of the assignment (candidate positions, rhetorical strategies, fact-checking, media comparison, reflection) are thoroughly addressed.
· Accuracy: Analysis is accurate, well-researched, and fact-checked using credible sources.
· Critical Thinking: Demonstrates deep analysis of the debate, with insightful comparisons and reflections.
· Clarity and Organization: The report is well-organized, with clear and coherent writing. Citations are correctly formatted.
Submission Guidelines:
· Due Date: [Insert due date]
· Format: Typed, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, with 1-inch margins.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Citations: Include a works cited page in [MLA/APA] format.
