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Purpose:
The purpose of this assignment is to encourage you to reflect on the insights gained from attending the political science professor's talk on how elections work. This reflection will help you solidify your understanding of the election process, the factors that influence it, and the broader implications for democracy.
Skills:
This assignment will help you develop the following skills:
· Reflective Thinking: Analyzing and internalizing the concepts discussed during the talk.
· Critical Analysis: Evaluating the information presented and considering its relevance to current and future elections.
· Written Communication: Articulating your thoughts clearly and effectively in writing.
Knowledge:
Upon completing this assignment, you will have a better understanding of:
· The mechanics of how elections work, including key concepts such as voter behavior, electoral systems, and the role of institutions.
· The factors that influence election outcomes, including campaign strategies, media, public opinion, and voter turnout.
· The challenges and opportunities facing modern electoral processes.
Task:
1. Summary of the Talk:
· Overview: Write a brief summary of the key points discussed during the talk. Focus on the major concepts related to how elections work, such as the electoral process, the importance of voter participation, and the role of different institutions in ensuring fair elections.
· Key Takeaways: Highlight the most significant insights you gained from the talk. What new information did you learn? Did the talk challenge any of your preconceptions about elections?
2. Critical Reflection:
· Personal Reflection: Reflect on how the talk influenced your understanding of elections. Consider the following questions:
· How has your understanding of the election process changed after attending the talk?
· What aspects of the talk resonated with you the most? Why?
· Were there any points of discussion that you found surprising or particularly thought-provoking?
· Connection to Current Events: Relate the concepts discussed in the talk to current or recent elections. How do the principles you learned apply to real-world election scenarios? Consider how this knowledge might influence your perspective on upcoming elections or political participation.
3. Application of Concepts:
· Future Implications: Consider how the knowledge you gained might influence your future engagement in elections. Will this new understanding change how you approach voting, political discussions, or your civic responsibilities?
· Broader Implications: Reflect on the broader implications of the talk for democracy. How does a deeper understanding of elections contribute to a more informed and active electorate? What are the potential challenges to maintaining fair and transparent elections in the future?
4. Written Reflection:
· Introduction: Provide a brief introduction that outlines the purpose of your reflection and the key themes you will address.
· Body: Develop your reflection by discussing your summary of the talk, your personal reflections, and the application of the concepts to current and future elections.
· Conclusion: Conclude by summarizing your main insights and reflecting on the value of the talk in enhancing your understanding of how elections work.
Criteria for Success:
· Depth of Reflection: Demonstrates thoughtful and thorough reflection on the talk and its impact on your understanding of elections.
· Critical Analysis: Provides a well-considered analysis of the information presented and its relevance to real-world electoral processes.
· Clarity and Organization: The reflection is well-organized, with clear and coherent writing. The ideas are presented logically and persuasively.
· Application of Concepts: Shows an ability to connect the concepts discussed in the talk to current events and future implications.
Submission Guidelines:
· Due Date: [Insert due date]
· Format: Typed, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, with 1-inch margins.
· Length: 3-4 pages.

