
International Student Spotlight 
Meet Emmanuel Ajomo! 

 

Emmanuel Ayodeji Ajomo is from Okpe in Akoko-Edo Local 
Government Area of Edo State, Nigeria. He was born and 
raised in Benin City, also in Edo State. His first name means 
“God with us,” and his middle name means “joy has 
doubled”—a name to celebrate the second child in his family. 
Benin City, the capitol of Edo State, is renowned for its bronze 
casting. Many of its bronzes and artifacts were taken from the 
city during the British occupation. They can be found today in 
various European museums, but Nigeria is working to get them 
returned to their original home. Emmanuel describes Benin 
City as a peaceful spot to relax and escape some of the hustle 
and bustle. It’s also known for its exciting nightlife.  

Emmanuel is the second of four brothers. His older brother is 
an accountant, his younger brother is a promotional manager 
at a nightclub, and his youngest brother is in 
entertainment/artist management. His mother is a registered 

nurse in the UK. His father, an engineer, passed away in 2017, soon after Emmanuel started studying at ETSU.  

Emmanuel enjoys basketball, hiking, and reading. He recently had the idea to write a book about life in the US. Traveling 
is a big part of his life. He likes to learn the people, culture, and environment of new cities and countries. A volunteer 
with both the Nigerian Red Cross and the American Red Cross, Emmanuel likes to help others. He is also president of 
Shades of Africa, an associate justice with the SGA, a member of International Buccaneer Buddies, and a member of the 
International Choir, which he also manages working with the office of Multicultural Affairs.  

A 2006 graduate of Enugu State University of Science and Technology, Emmanuel served in the National Youth Service 
Corps, an organization that involves Nigerian graduates in nation building and development. After completing his service 
in NYSC, Emmanuel returned to Benin City and worked in the entertainment business as an artist manager. Soon after, 
his new dream took shape. Emmanuel would like to create an organization/business that starts with educational change 
and branches out from there in to construction, transportation, agriculture, technology and other issues that require 
improvement in his country. He would like to train Nigerian youth to have their own voice and become independent. 
Therefore, he came to ETSU to gain experience in educational technology as a graduate student in the Educational 
Media/Educational Technology program.  

After graduating from ETSU this semester, Emmanuel would like to gain practical knowledge through OPT. He also plans 
to earn a PhD. Emmanuel’s major goal is to absorb as much knowledge as possible while living here, so he can apply it 
back at home in Nigeria. Whenever Emmanuel sees a need or issue, he shapes it into his future goals. Implementing his 
plans will require hard work and a lot of time, but Emmanuel knows it will be worth it.  

We are happy to have you with us, Emmanuel! 

 

  


