
International Student Spotlight  
Meet Irene Afua Yayra Dzaye!  

 

Irene Afua Yayra Dzaye is from Volta Region, Ghana. Each tribe in 
Ghana has names for babies born on specific days of the week. Irene’s 
second name is Afua, which is given to female babies born on a Friday. 
Yayra, a name chosen by her father, means blessing. 

Born in Kumasi, Ashanti Region, Irene has moved around a lot in her 
life. She went to elementary school in Kumasi, attended middle school 
in the Eastern Region, went to high school in Volta Region, and went 
back to Kumasi for college. She also received a scholarship to 
participate in an exchange program during high school. She was able 
to spend a year in Overland Park, Kansas, where she attended Blue 
Valley Northwest High School for one year. This experience changed 
her life! Stepping out of your comfort zone and experiencing a new 
culture is sometimes “just the fresh air you need.”  

Irene has a huge, supportive family with whom she is very close. She 
has three younger siblings and three older siblings. With such a large 
family, Irene has people all over the place! She always has someone to 
turn to. Irene is thankful for the important sense of belonging her 
family brings. Family is what keeps her going!  

Irene enjoys artwork, watching movies, and hanging out with her 
family. She has a passion—likely inherited from her family—for 
making clothing. She loves wearing homemade, custom-made 
clothes—they are more personal. Irene also loves to cook. Her kitchen 
is like a “food lab” for her! She loves to try new things.  

Irene graduated from Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology with a B.S. in chemistry. After her life-changing experience studying abroad as a high school student, Irene 
knew she wanted to return to the US to study. Because of the positive testimonials of other Ghanaians who had 
previously attended ETSU, Irene decided to come here. She had heard it was a quiet, peaceful environment for learning. 
Seeing other people from her country experiencing success here convinced her that she could also be successful. Irene is 
now a graduate student in inorganic chemistry, and will graduate in 2020. 

Though Irene’s main goal is to successfully complete her M.S. degree, she also hopes to make an overall positive impact 
here. She hopes her research provides tangible results that can affect the scientific world. In whatever corner she finds 
herself, Irene thinks about the little things she can do to make an impact on someone else’s life.  

Overall, she wants to use her life as an example—an open book that can inspire others. She hopes people can look at her 
life and think, “She came from nowhere, but look! She made it.”  

We are so happy to have you with us, Irene!   


