
International Student Spotlight  
Meet Weixuan Li (Rebecca)!  

 

Weixuan Li, also known as Rebecca, is from Beijing, China. 
Her name means “protect” and “jade.” Rebecca’s parents, 
who decided to have only one child, chose her name with 
the help of an organization that helps parents choose baby 
names. Rebecca’s father is a retired businessman, and her 
mother works at a gym. Rebecca’s fiancé, who also lives in 
Beijing, is a photographer. Beijing, the massive capital city 
of China, is known for its modern architecture and 
numerous historical sites such as the Forbidden City and 
Tiananmen Square. Home to the famous Peking opera, 
Beijing has its own unique culture and dialect.  

Rebecca has been a dancer since the age of six. She started 
in Chinese traditional dance, but she has practiced jazz for 
the past two years. Rebecca has performed at events and 
expositions around China. She used to played basketball, 
but she quit to protect her knees and legs for dancing. 
She’s a fan of Stephen Curry and the Golden State Warriors, and hopes to attend one of their games during her time here. 
She also enjoys reading and listening to music. A fan of classic literature, Rebecca’s favorite book is Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Brontë. She enjoys the Beatles, ACDC, and Taylor Swift (the old Taylor). A member of the International Choir here on 
campus, Rebecca likes to sing and perform.  

Rebecca attended North China University of Technology (NCUT) before coming to ETSU, where she will complete her 
undergraduate studies. This is Rebecca’s first time in the US. She chose to study here because of her interest in Wall 
Street, and because of her desire to experience a more fast-paced US culture. Rebecca chose ETSU after hearing 
recommendations from her friends who had been studying in graduate programs here. She is a finance major, but she 
recently applied for a double major in finance economics. Rebecca jokes that she is all about finance because she loves 
money! 

Rebecca has noticed many cultural differences between China and the US. The most impressive difference is the 
friendliness of strangers here. She used to walk to campus from her apartment, and she was always greeted with smiles 
and “good mornings” from other joggers and walkers. Rebecca says she has enjoyed everything here so far, but she 
particularly appreciates the coffee, the shopping, and the cheaper and easier process to get a driver’s license. A member 
of the IBB and IFP programs, Rebecca is grateful for her buddy and her host family. It was nice to have an immediate 
connection in a new culture, and IBB has brought her friends from around the world.  

Rebecca hopes to continue to make friends, learn about US culture, and graduate with her double major. After 
graduation, she hopes to take a gap year back home. She’ll spend time with her family and fiancé before hopefully 
returning to the US for graduate school. A self-described ambitious girl, Rebecca constantly strives to be the best in every 
situation.  In the future, Rebecca hopes to support her parents, who have done so much for her. She would like to give 
them a good life.  

Welcome to ETSU, Rebecca! We are happy you are here.  


