
International Student Spotlight 
Meet Rosie Smith! 

 
 

Roseanne Mary Smith, whose name means “gracious flower,” is 
from Beitbridge, Zimbabwe. Beitbridge is a small town on the 
border of South Africa. It is a semi-desert, so the weather is 
always hot and dry. Beitbridge has only two sets of traffic 
lights, but they do not work. Rosie jokes that there are more 
goats than people!   
 
Rosie’s parents own a farm 30 minutes outside of town. Rosie 
and her older sister, Georgie, grew up there. Rosie was always 
surrounded by animals. Her family always had pets, and Rosie 
would take care of birds and baby squirrels. Her neighbors had 
pet lions, who were the recipients of Rosie’s old baby bottles 
and pacifiers. Elephants have even been known to break down 
the fences on their property.  
 
Rosie enjoys reading, painting, and hiking. Her favorite author 
is C.S. Lewis. Rosie joked that she has tried numerous 
hobbies—crocheting, tapestry weaving, birding, singing, 
dancing, keeping track of insects, and playing three different 
instruments—but none of them stuck. She is actively involved 
in her youth group at church, leading small groups and 
volunteering with welcome teams. Rosie also enjoys theater, 
and she has been in a variety of plays.   

 
A freshman at ETSU, Rosie is majoring in industrial engineering. She decided to study in the US because she 
wanted to broaden her horizons and experience a new culture. She also wanted a better education. Because 
Rosie’s aunt and cousins live in Kingsport, ETSU was the obvious choice! Rosie’s goals for her time here include 
getting her degree, traveling and exploring the area, and growing as a person. She wants to have as many new 
experiences as possible. Rosie jokes that her motto is not to do anything that will get her deported. If it’s not 
dangerous or illegal, she says yes to most new activities and events!  
 
Rosie has enjoyed her time here. Thanks to IBB, she has couches to sleep on around the world. She has made 
many good friends. She also loves the mountains, her classes, and her professors. Everything here works 
(there are no power and water cuts), and people are reliable and on time. If you order a pizza, it will arrive! 
Rosie learns something new every day. For example, the shower knobs work differently, doors open in the 
opposite direction, and people walk on the right instead of the left. However, Rosie maintains a positive 
attitude and views each day as an adventure.  
 
Rosie will graduate from ETSU in 2022. Her dream job is to be the on-ground person in Africa for a nonprofit 
organization. She would also like to eventually get married, have a house, and get a dog (likely a Boston 
Terrier).  
 
Welcome to ETSU, Rosie! We are happy to have you.  
 


